Keller honored for work in obtaining grants

West Alexandria
awarded $300K
for street
improvements

By Michael Zimmerman
B-H Sialf Wiiter

Preble Coumty will once again
be meceiving funding theough the
state of Ohio's Neighborhood
Revitalization Grast Program, and
local leaders recently homowed one
person for her partscular effons in
the county’s sucvess with the pro-
gram

Kim Keller, sdnusmisirative
sasistant m the commissioners
ulfice, was honored ot the comms-
sion meating on Monday, Sepr. 19
for ber work in securing the
Neighbowhood Revitalization and
other grant money for Preble
County

The grants come from the Ohio
Depariment of Development, snd
are mmed at revilalweing destressed
areas arcand Ohiv, acoording 1o a
DOD press release. OF this vear's
graml moncy, the village of West
Alexandeia will receive S3D00
o make impaovements on Main
Strect, meuch like o peoject w0 repair
Davien Swrect i 204, for which

County Administrative Assistant Kim Keller was honored by the commissioners at the Sept. 19
Pictured, lefi to right: Commissioner Chris Day, Commissioner Bob Stonecash,

meeting.
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received a
Revitakiz stvon

the village
Neighhorhood
granl.
Improvements  will  include
making street and curb repairs,
replacing 16 street lights, improv-
ing sadewalks, nstalling 12 curb
cuts, installing 465 fect of sworm
sewer pipe and four manhobkes. and
replacing five fire hydrants, The
work abo incledes replacing 150
feet of water bine and 32 waler

Through Keller's work in
oblaiming these grants, Prebie
County commumitics have received
shn swch grants. and only one other
county has recenved as many. Ths
will be the sevond zram For Weat
Alesandrnia

“I would ke w sy, Thaek
you, Kim, ™ said commissioner
David Wesder at the Sepe. 19, men.
ing. “Your diligent work and dedi-

cation 1o work 10 idenstify o5 mamy
potcniial poinis in coch applicution
means more socccssful  applica-
gons and dollees w help the vil
lnges of Preble County™

(hher Mg hborhoaod
Revitalization grants have gone 1o
New Puis amd Cratin s iotal
Preble County communities hase
received $1.8 million through e
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program, and Keller's
¢fMoris have been a maor
part of these grants comany
e the county,

“That is not 10 mention
the many CDBOG projects
that Kim has helped advise
us on and looked W caplure
ns many points as possible
for cach village.” Wesler
continued.

Grutis Mayvor Randy
Kemper made his way o

the commissioners’ office
o express has sratitede for
Keller's elforns

The village of Gratis
received a grant in XXM for
the improvements o Easi
Streel.

“I'd like w thank Kim
on behall of mysell, the
council, the wvillage of
CGiratis, and all the business-
es there,” Kemper said. “Asx
I'm leaving oflice at the
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end of this vear. | hope thal
we've lefl things a hitle but
better, and 1 know we have,
with vour help. and the
commissioners help and
Doug's (Kramer) help.
We've lelt the wvillage of
Giratis better than we lound
it

I appreciate all ol
(Kim's) guidance and
expertise and the help she
has given me. She has been
a godsend to the village of
Giratis.™

West Alexandrna Moy
Caral Lunsford wis also st
the mecting W cxpress
thanks for the wo granis

her wvillage has received,
including the most recent.

“1 would like 1w say
thank vou ca behall of the
village of West
Alexandrin.” Lunsford
said. "You keep our nose o
the grindstone. Thank you
lor all your elfort and time,
and | know sometimes il's a
headache. But look at what
you've done for our wil-
lage. It makes me very
proud to think that we've
been associated with you
and the commisssoners, and
we've made our village
really a pleaswre 1o drive
into.”




